
LANE Minutes 
November 22, 2013 
Instituto Cervantes, New York 
 
Attending: Fernando Acosta-Rodríguez (Princeton), Jesús Alonso Regalado (SUNY, 
Albany), Sarah Aponte (Dominican Studies Institute), Jill Baron (Dartmouth), Angela 
Carreño (New York University), Carmen Delibes (Instituto Cervantes), Patricia Figueroa 
(Brown), Melissa Gasparotto, Chair (Rutgers), Pamela M. Graham (Columbia), Richard 
Heyer (Instituto Cervantes), Joseph C. Holub (University of Pennsylvannia), Peter 
Johnson (Princeton, Retired), Sean Knowlton (Columbia), Martha E. Mantilla (University 
of Pittsburgh), Marisol Ramos (University of Connecticut), Michael Scott (Georgetown), 
Lynn Shirey (Harvard), Peter A. Stern (University of Massachusetts). Invited Guests: D. 
Ryan Lynch (Knox College, via Skype), Tara McDonnell (Rutgers). 

 
9:30 Coffee 
 
10:00 
Welcome and introductions (Carmen) 
 
10:15 
Scholarly Communication/Open Access. From Fall 2012 agenda. (Martha, Melissa, all) 
Martha Mantilla led an engaging discussion of scholarly communication, open access 
publishing, and AltMetrics. She charted the move of libraries from closed, privileged 
access to the current open access movement, and discussed efforts at Pitt, including an 
institutional repository that includes AltMetrics, and the Library's open access publishing 
initiative. Melissa also discussed the Rutgers institutional repository and the way it has 
been integrated with university wide procedures for promotion and tenure, providing 
additional incentive for faculty participation.  
 
11:15 
Vendor discussion  
 
The group feels that vendor-related matters should be discussed at SALALM, and Lynn 
will be in touch with Roberto Delgadillo to arrange a closed meeting for librarians at the 
Salt Lake City conference in 2014.  
 
11:45 
LANE Brazil collecting project update (Sean) 
Sean presented data he collected from several sources and other figures he had 
extrapolated in order to arrive at an estimate of expenditures necessary to address 
regional Brazilian collection development in a more thorough manner. The existing 
project is for Borrow Direct institutions, and is in-development.  

12:15 
Library tour.  Exhibition talk by Olga Andrino, mixed media artist whose work was on 
display at ICNY. 



1:15 
Grant writing for Area Studies librarians workshop (Tara McDonnell, Director of 
Development, Rutgers University Libraries) 
 
Tara gave a general overview of the grant-writing and grants-making process to the 
group. Slides and handouts can be downloaded here: 
http://salalm.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/Grantwriting-1.pptx 
http://salalm.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/LAS1.doc  
 
 
2:00 
Acquiring books about Latin America not published in Latin America, Spain or the US. 
(Jesus, all) 
 
Jesus mentioned that he often received catalogs on LAS-related materials from vendors 
such as D.K. in India, and asked the group if others did the same. Melissa noted that 
she often purchases materials in Portuguese from African vendors. The group was 
divided between those whose colleagues purchased materials originating in non-
LA/Iberian countries, and those who do collect directly from vendors outside LA/Iberian 
regions. Jesus offered to start a list of vendors the group might take an interest in.  

2:15 
Ventana al Pasado NY State Archive project. From Fall 2012 agenda. (D. Ryan Lynch- 
via Skype) 
http://www.archives.nysed.gov/a/research/ventana/ 
Ryan, who had worked on the project at the NY State Archives, gave a history and 
demonstration of the project. She discussed the hows and whys of certain taxonomy, 
functionality and file format decisions for the portal, and highlighted the value of pulling 
together NY-State Latino collections from across multiple holding institutions, bringing to 
light otherwise hidden archives.  
 
Patricia mentioned a regional portal from Providence (details?) and Jesus followed up to 
the LANE-L list with the Latino Digital Archive Group:  
http://latinodigitalcontent.blogspot.com/ 
 
 
3:15 
Información Sistemática database history and current hosting needs. (Peter J) 
Peter discussed the history of this important Mexican database and asked about how to 
proceed in finding a new home for the contents (which would be donated). The group 
suggested asking CRL to examine the technical and financial feasibility of migrating and 
hosting the database. Sean suggested getting some additional back-end information 
from the database owner before approaching CRL. 
 
3:30 
Interlibrary loan of videos. (Carmen, All) 
 

http://salalm.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/Grantwriting-1.pptx
http://salalm.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/LAS1.doc
http://www.archives.nysed.gov/a/research/ventana/
http://latinodigitalcontent.blogspot.com/


Carmen and Richard Heyer discussed a plan in progress to offer loan of the ICNY's 
impressive video collection to other institutions who pay a membership fee. The group 
expressed interest in having access to the materials, but also made clear that all 
interlibrary loan transactions must occur within the existing ILL framework at our 
institutions: having bibliographers being the point of contact for this service would be too 
much work for individuals. Carmen will take the feedback and look into ways to make 
the lending feasible for all parties.  

4:15 
Digital Humanities discussion (Marisol, all) 
Marisol led a spirited conversation about digital humanities and its integration into 
current library practice. She discussed a new Digital Media Center at UConn, and a new 
concentration in Digital Humanities for BA and MFA students in Digital Media. 
Document here: http://salalm.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/UConn-Digital-
Humanities-Initiatives.docx 
 
Jill contributed information about a text reader developed by Dartmouth, into which any 
text and its companion translation and commentary can be added. Currently it is used 
for study of Dante's works. http://dante.dartmouth.edu/ 
 
 
4:45 
Update from attendees of Area Studies Symposium at IU 
Martha Mantilla went over the provocations issued to participants, and noted that the 
symposium had been a very fruitful series of discussions by area studies librarians 
specializing in all regions. The sessions will be made available online, and more 
information on the symposium can be found 
here:  http://www.indiana.edu/~libarea/main.html 
 
5:00 
Proposal for guide to free LAS resources (Lynn) 
Lynn followed up on an earlier LALA-L discussion stemming from an email exchange over 
H-NET. A scholar at a smaller college suggested the creation of a list of freely available 
online resources for Latin American History. The group discussed the pros and cons of 
creating and/maintaining a resource like this, eventually agreeing that the burden of upkeep 
might prove too challenging. Instead, Melissa will create a page on the SALALM site linking 
to existing resource guides along these lines.  
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